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Villagers oppose plans for 
new housing development 


A SIGN has appeared at 
the entrance to a Black- 
downs village as a 
“tongue-in-cheek” protest 
against proposed plans to 
build 30 new houses on 
the outskirts of Churchin- 
ford. 

The sign, which reads, 
“Twinned with John 
McEnroe, 30 more houses 
TDBC ‘you cannot be se¬ 
rious!’” appeared mysteri¬ 
ously over night and 
refers to a planning appli¬ 
cation submitted by 
Cityscape Properties Ltd 
to build 30 new dwelli- 
ings, including some af¬ 
fordable housing. 

The application was 
submitted to Taunton 
Deane Borough Council 
(TDBC) in May and is 
awaiting a decision. 

An open public meeting 
was held in the village by 
the parish council to dis¬ 
cuss the plans, which was 
attended by more than 50 
members of the public. 

At the meeting both res¬ 
idents and the council 
unanimously agreed to 
oppose the plans on vari¬ 
ous grounds including 
that there is a “strong 
local belief’ that the need 


for housing in the com¬ 
munity has not been 
clearly demonstrated and 
that a housing survey 
should be undertaken to 
address whether there is a 
need. 

Other reasons for oppos¬ 
ing the plans included im¬ 
pact on the Blackdown 
Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty landscape, 
inadequate public trans¬ 
port, lack of infrastructure 
and employment opportu¬ 
nities and concerns the 
development is too large 
and will impact on current 
village and community 
life. 

Plans for the develop¬ 
ment at Ford House Farm, 
Honiton Road, include a 
mix of two, three and four 
bedroom dwellings as 
well as seven affordable 
homes and four low cost 
homes and a large area of 
public open space. 

A number of letters have 
been sent to TDBC op¬ 
posing the plans with 
members of the public 
concerned that the pro¬ 
posed area of land is out¬ 
side the village settlement 
boundary. 

However, the applica¬ 
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Speak to the heating oil experts! 


We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 

Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 

The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA219PH 



■ THE sign which has appreared in protest at plans to build 30 new home sin Churchinford 


tion for the new develop¬ 
ment complies with 
TDBC’s core strategy 
plan to increase rural 
housing provision. 

TDBC identified the vil¬ 


lage as an area that could 
be considered a Minor 
Rural Centre, a commu¬ 
nity which offers a basic 
range of facilities includ¬ 
ing a shop, public house, 


village hall, school and 
doctors’ surgery. 

The design and access 
statement from the appli¬ 
cant says: “The scheme 
responds to TDBC’s Core 
Strategy adopted in Sep- 


sion of the additional four 
low cost market units.” 

A decsision from 
TDBC’s development 
control manager is ex¬ 
pected later this month. 


C'Uim.head hfouse 



www. aulwik tad h ouse. co m. 


For all your c-aten-u-g i steels, - www.lararootgers.co.ute 



Unit 1, Kingsford Rural Business 
Centre, Kentisbeare, Cullompton, 
Devon EX15 2AU 


A full range of: 

Rounds, Squares, Flat Bars, Angle 
Iron, Tubes, Beams, Channels, 
Sheets, Plate & Mesh etc 


Tel: 01884 266930 
Fax: 01884 266898 
Daily Deliveries 


West Buckland 
Stores 


Silver Street & Dyers Close 
West Buckland - Telephone: 01823 667997 
NOW LICENCED TO SELL ALCOHOL 


New Opening Times: 

Monday - Friday 7.30am - 7pm 
Saturday 8am - 3pm 
Sunday 9am - 1pm 

We stock a large range of groceries, 
giftware, cards, local bakery goods, 
home made style cakes, winter and 
summer fuel plus lots more. 

Debit / Credit Cards Accepted 
(for purchases over £5.00) 

Health lottery & Mobile top up 
vouchers also available. 


tember 2012, identifying 
Churchinford as one of 
five Minor Rural Centres 
recognised for housing 
growth and capable of ac¬ 
commodating a propor¬ 
tion of the 250 plus 
dwellings required. Six 
affordable housing units 
are required urgently 
(seven are provided in the 
scheme) and the rural area 
will benefit by the provi- 
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News from the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 
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VIEW from the 
Blackdown Hills 
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Small victory in 
fight to save pub 


A FIGHT to take over a village 
pub was boosted when the build¬ 
ing was listed as an Asset of Com¬ 
munity Value under the The 
Community Right to Bid (part of 
The Localism Act). 

The King’s Arms in Stockland is 
currently closed but villagers hope 
to buy the building and run a co¬ 
operative pub. 

The listing as an Asset of Com¬ 
munity Value has been confirmed 
by East Devon District Council 
(EDDC) and means the building’s 
owner (Horatio Properties 
Guernsey Ltd.) cannot offer it to 
another buyer until a moratorium 
period ends on February 9th next 
year. 

However, a listing does not re¬ 
strict to whom the owner can sell, 
nor at what price - it simply gives 
Stockland Parish Council time to 
put a bid together. 

According to The Stockland 
Community Pub Group (SCPG), 
which was formed when the parish 
council met on Thursday, August 
15th, the building is currently on 
the market for £800,000. 

A statement issued by SCPG 
said: “SCPG would seek to buy it 
[the building] by forming a type of 
co-operative called a Community 


By Anders Larsson 


Benefit Society. 

“This allows us the chance to 
fund the purchase by a combina¬ 
tion of a share issue and by attract¬ 
ing charitable donations. 

“In the near future we will be ex¬ 
plaining how this purchase will 
work and how you can become a 
part owner of an asset that will be 
secured in law for the future of our 
community. 

“It’s important to note that share¬ 
holders will not be asked to mn the 
pub as volunteers. 

“An experienced professional (or 
team) will be sought who will take 
on the tenancy and pay rent. 

“They will be given clear guide¬ 
lines on the kind of pub the com¬ 
munity owners wish to see. 

“There may also be space for 
other facilities, if we wish and they 
could be viable, such as a small 
shop or cafe.” 

SCPG is described as an informal 
group comprising Damian Clay, 
Martin Gubdry, David Kempton 
and Peter Maitland. 

It is understood more residents 
are about to formally join the 
group and the parish council has 


called a public information meet¬ 
ing for 8pm in Victory Hall on 
Tuesday, August 27th. 

The SCPG statement concluded: 
“This kind of venture has been 
successful in other villages: there 
are currently dozens of co-opera¬ 
tive pubs in England, Scotland and 
Wales. 

“There is a lot of support to help 
in the bid process and in finding 
suitable tenants. 

“Many of the pubs that are al¬ 
ready running under community 
ownership have been set up with 
the support of a charity called the 
Plunkett Foundation. Will The 
Kings Arms be next? 

“There is a lot of work to be done 
to be able to make an offer but an 
important first step is to get your 
feedback on how you feel about 
the pub and how you might use it 
if the community were able to pur¬ 
chase it as well as compiling a reg¬ 
ister of potential investors. 

“If you wish to speak to someone 
about this project, please contact 
one of the following: Damian Clay 
on (01404) 881833, Martin 

Gundry on (01404) 881370 or 
Cathy Gardner on (01404) 881106 
or drop an email to 
scpg2013 @ gmail .com.” 



LINK with our industrious past as nightwatchman’s clock goes on display 


Clock offers glimpse 
into 1940s factory life 


A SPECIAL nightwatchman’s clock is going on dis¬ 
play in Hemyock, offering a glimpse of factory life 
in the village 70-years-ago. 

The clock has been put on permanent display at 
the Blackdown Healthy Living Centre at Millhayes 
in Hemyock by the Hemyock History and Archiving 
Association. 

The building was once the canteen for the milk 
factory complex, which existed on the site through¬ 
out the twentieth century, producing cream, spreads 
and ice-cream powder as well as sending milk to 
London by rail. 

During the 1940s, the factory’s nightwatchman 
would carry the clock with him on his rounds, in¬ 
serting keys held at various points along the way 
which would mark a roll of paper inside. This way, 
factory bosses could be sure that he was patrolling 


everywhere he was supposed to. 

Today, similar functions are performed by smart 
phones and GPS technology. 

The clock, which was made in France, was do¬ 
nated to the Association by Michael Lowman, son 
of factory foreman Edgar Lowman. 

He remembers it being used in his childhood by 
nightwatchman Bert Head. 

The project to display the clock was made possible 
thanks to a grant from the Sustainable Development 
Fund, which is administered by the Blackdown 
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partner¬ 
ship. 

To see the clock, visit the Blackdown Healthy Liv¬ 
ing Centre between 9am - 4pm on Mondays, Tues¬ 
days and Thursdays, and 9am - 12noon on 
Wednesdays. 


NEWS briefs 

Harvest celebrations 

DALWOOD parishioners will be celebrating the 
harvest season with a pie and pud evening 
and produce auction. 

The harvest festival celebrations will take 
place at St Peter's Church, Dalwood, on Sun¬ 
day, September 8th. 

The service will take place at 11am and will 
be followed by a pie and mash, and a pudding, 
harvest lunch in the village hall. An auction of 
produce will begin at around 2pm. 

Places for the lunch are limited. To book 
phone Sue on (01404) 831365 (adults £6; chil¬ 
dren £2.50). 

Donations of produce for the auction, includ¬ 
ing flowers, preserves and cakes, can be left 
in the church beforehand or taken along on the 
day. 

Money raised from the auction will go to the 
Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution 
(RABI), which supports members of the farm¬ 
ing community who are facing need, hardship 
or distress. 

Sausage and mash lunch 

HEMYOCK Wl will be hosting a bangers mash 
lunch later in the year. 

Members will be serving up the lunch at the 
parish hall on November 9th from 12noon until 
1.30pm. 

Tickets will be available nearer the time but 
this event has been extremely popular in the 
past and is expected to fill up fast. 

As well as a delicious sausage and mash 
lunch, a selection of home-made desserts will 
also be on offer. 

The Wl are always looking for guest speak¬ 
ers at their monthly meetings and are appeal¬ 
ing for people who may like to talk about their 
hobbies and interests. 

All expenses are paid and you will be warmly 
welcomed. 

Telephone Lynn on (01823) 680104 for more 
information. 

Brightside Club fun 

THE Brightside Club opened its doors for the 
first time last month at The Blackdown Healthy 
Living Centre. 

The nervous new members enjoyed bacon 
butties before leaving on a mystery trip which 
resulted in an enjoyable trip to Bishops Ly- 
deard Water Mill ending with a Cream Tea. 

The Brightside Club also held a 
1940s/1950's BBQ with a Jive Demonstration. 

For more information about The Brightside 
Club phone Janet Elworthy on (01823) 
680687. 



View from the 

Blackdown Hills 

is a community newspaper and 
welcomes contributions of news 
and photos from individuals, 
schools, organisations and 
businesses within the 
Blackdown Hills. 

Please email your contributions to 
lisa@pemedia.co.uk 
jackie@pemedia.co.uk or 
blackdo wn@ tindlenews .co.uk 
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Alex Phryce-Jones on 
01297 35750 
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Network website helps 
bring parishes together 



■ THE new Blackdown Hills Parish Network website 


A RECENTLY launched 
website is helping to 
bring the parishes in the 
Blackdown Hills to¬ 
gether. 

Launched by the The 
Blackdown Hills Parish 
Network, this new web¬ 
site aims to provide com¬ 
munity information for 
all the parishes within the 
hills, providing many 
communities with their 
own dedicated webpage. 

A spokeperson for the 
The Blackdown Hills 
Parish Network said: 
“This new website has 
been launched to provide 
a community informa¬ 
tion point to complement 
the AONB website’s en¬ 
vironment and landscape 
focus, and the business 
focus provided by the 
Blackdown Hills Busi¬ 
ness Association. 

“Part of the site is de¬ 
voted to the Parish Net¬ 
work itself and 
associated action groups. 
The Community Plan is 
accessible from here, as 
well as all the minutes of 
Network meetings and 
links to parish websites. 

“Parishes without a 
website are warmly in¬ 
vited to create their own 
pages within the site for 
a minimal cost (£15 pa). 
This will include training 
for someone to manage 
their parish pages. 

“The remaining part of 
the website, Local Life, 
provides a resource for 
the community to raise 
awareness of opportuni¬ 
ties and activities in the 
area, to advertise com¬ 
munity facilities for hire 
or rent etc. The website 
is also designed to carry 
information about ac¬ 
commodation, eating 
out, where to find provi¬ 


sions or local artisan gal¬ 
leries and displays. This 
will appeal not just to the 
residents of the Black- 
downs but also to visitors 
to the area. 

“There is an events 
diary too, which is driven 
by a very simple web- 
form which anyone may 
use to enter a public 
event in the Blackdowns 
Calendar.” 

The web team is now 
on the look-out for local 
B&Bs, hotels, pubs, 
restaurants, shops and 
galleries that would like 
to advertise their busi¬ 
ness on the site. 

They are also keen to 
hear from volunteers 
who would be willing to 
help input data on to the 
site. 

The Blackdown Hill 
Parish Network website 


can be found by visiting 
www.blackdown son- 
line .org.uk. 

The Blackdown Hill 
Parish Network was 
formed in 2009 and 
meets twice a year to dis¬ 
cuss issues surrounding 
communities in the hills. 

They have received 
funding and support from 
several sources over the 
years, which has enabled 
the group to form a com¬ 
munity plan for the area, 
highlighting the key is¬ 
sues which affect people 
living in the Blackdowns. 

The network has al¬ 
ready started work on a 
number of key priorities 
identified in its Commu¬ 
nity Plan, which was 
published at the end of 
2011 . 

Some of the priorities 
which they have started 
to work on include creat¬ 


ing a new Traffic, Trans¬ 
port and Highways 
Group which has looking 
at key issues across the 
parishes. 

A questionnaire was 
circulated earlier this 
year asking parishes to 
identify the locations of 
particular problems, be it 
concern about traffic 
speed, volume and rout¬ 
ing of heavy vehicles, 
road maintenance, misdi¬ 
rection by satnavs or 
road safety in general. 

An action group will 
also meet soon to address 
planning issues. 

If you would like to be¬ 
come more involved con¬ 
tact Catherine Bass, 
Blackdown Hills Parish 
Network Co-ordinator, 
either by email, black- 
downhillsonline @ gmail. 
com, or phone (01884) 
849172. 


Lights to go out in Churchstanton 


CHURCHSTANTON is among the Somerset towns 
and villages which will have darker night skies as 
street lamps in some areas are turned off and dimmed 
to reduce light pollution and save on costs. 

Phase one of a three year trial has begun with street 
lamps in Brushford, Brompton Regis, Chard, Church¬ 
stanton, Dulverton, Exford, Exton, Keinton Mandev- 
ille, Leigh on Mendip, Monksilver, South Petherton 
and Winsford being turned off between midnight and 
5.30am. 

This part-night lighting will reduce energy consump¬ 
tion while revealing the hidden beauty of the night’s 
sky. 

Harvey Siggs, South Somerset District Council cab¬ 
inet member for Highways, said: “The first phase of 
our part-night lighting and dimming programme is 
now well underway with work to install the necessary 
equipment nearly finished. 

“The result of this work is that we will save money 
by reducing the amount of energy we use, minimising 
our carbon footprint and reducing light pollution. 

“We’re monitoring the success of these trial periods 
closely and the initial signs look very promising. We’ll 
use the information and feedback we gather from 
these voluntary parishes as we move into the second 


phase of the project.” 

Somerset County Council expects to make savings 
of more than £130,000 in energy costs and carbon tax 
payments during the three year trial, with further sav¬ 
ings being made from the annual lighting budget. 

Exmoor National Park is already classed as “Dark 
Sky Reserve” and it’s hoped that this move will only 
enhance Somerset’s reputation as one of the best 
places in Britain to come and “star gaze”. 

Somerset County Council is responsible for 45,000 
streetlights and 8,000 illuminated signs which con¬ 
sume 18 million kWh of energy, and contribute to the 
production of 10,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide every 
year. 

The annual cost of electricity for street lighting and 
illuminated signs is approximately £2million. 

In parishes where there are only one or two street¬ 
lights they will be removed if the parish council, 
county council and highway lighting engineers agree, 
and where there are no objections from the emergency 
services. 

The part-night lighting is a three year trial involving 
14 parishes in the first phase. 

Seven further phases will include parishes that ex¬ 
press an interest. 
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To find out more - Telephone: 01823 340830 

Email: admissions@queenscollege.org.uk • wvsAY.queenscollege.org.uk 


Which school treats every 
child as an individual? 


A Queen’s College is ranked as the top academic 
school in Taunton, achieving the best exam 
results over the past ten years. But what makes 
Queen’s really special is the friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere and outstanding pastoral care. 
Every child receives tremendous support and is 
encouraged to see themselves as individuals. 


Junior School (3-1 I years) Open Morning 

Friday 4 October 2013, 9.30am to l2noon. 


\ QUEEN’S COLLEGE 

We're the answer 
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Dal wood fair is invaded by pirates! 




MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


Mv 0 /zLlowbrook 

'A NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


AUTUMN MAGIC 

Now is the time to get plant rg with 
a wde choice o* Ajtumn becz no 


Choose from a wide seiechoo of 
‘starter shrubs’, cocufers, hellebores, 
trees & winter flowering heathers 


Richards Aquatic Centre, Pet centn 
Wineso*utlon w*rve Sf*cp, 

HjO Can me therapy, Sheds & rron 


CAFE and TEA-RQQM 
Whether a snack or a cooked meal 
...we cook great food ad day 


On the main A38 Taunton/We ington 
TELEPHONE - 01823 461324 


BHBAat St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 


♦ DULFORD 
NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 7 500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


DALWOOD was invaded by pirates as the village celebrated its 
669th country fair. 

Persistent rain throughout the afternoon failed to dampen the spirits 
of villagers who turned out in force to enjoy a well supported fancy 
dress parade with a procession of shipmates and pirates through the 
village’s main street and which included the Honiton Twirlstar ma¬ 
jorettes. 

The fancy dress competition was judged by Jim Rowe, Lord of the 
Manor of Axminster, who, accompanied by Axminster Town Crier 
Nick Goodwin, officially opened the fair from a platform opposite 
the Tuckers Arms. 

Mr Rowe paid tribute to those who had worked so hard down the 


years to preserve the village fair tradition. 

After the opening, the crowd moved on to Gordon’s Field, by kind 
permission of the Stapleforth family, where attractions included a 
number a stalls, including Punch and Judy, ferret racing, a steam 
train and a performance by the Uplyme Morris Men. 

The fair week started on the previous Wenesday with the annual 
lOk-ish run and continued on Sunday with a united church service 
conducted by The Reverend Ann Mills and Kate Woolven. 

The celebrations also included a production of “Pirates of The Cor- 
ribean” for four nights by the Corrydale Singers. 

Proceeds from the fair will be divided between Devon AirAmbu- 
lance, Children’s HospiceSuth West and Sidmouth Lifeboat. 


BHBAAGM & Annual Dinner 
£21.45 per person 
at VICEROY INDIAN RESTAURANT 

4, Culme Way, Dunkeswell, Nr. Honiton, EX14 4JP 

On Thursday, 17th October 

6pm AGM, 7pm Annual Dinner 


SET MENU 

Poppadoms served with chutney and pickles 

STARTER 

Viceroy Special Mixed Platter 

Choice of MAIN COURSES 
Tandoori Mixed Grill 

A platter of tandoori chicken, chicken and lamb 
tikka, sheek kebab and tandoori king prawn 

Devil's Tamarind 

Chicken or lamb marinated in tamarind sauce, 
then cooked in the tandoor and pan fried with 
aromatic spices 

Crocodile Tears 

Chicken breast matured in a rich spicy 
marinade of dill, fennel, honey and black pepper, 
then roasted in the tandoor with shallots, 
and bell peppers and finished with a sweet 
pineapple sauce 


Vegetable Malai Kofta 

Potato, cottage cheese, khova and dry nuts 
cooked in a rich almond sauce 

Vegetable Makhany 

Vegetables marinated in yoghurt sauce and then 
cooked in a mild authentic korma sauce 

All served with pilau rice and plain or peshwari 
naan bread 

ACCOMPANIMENTS 

Sag Aloo/Tarka Dali 

SELECTION OF VICEROY DESSERTS 

Coffee with chocolates 

If you have any allergy to certain foods, 
especially to nuts, please inform us when 
placing your order. No colour or artificial 
preservative are added to our food. 


BLACKDOWN HILLS MARKET IN TAUNTON 
Saturday, 28th September and Saturday, 26th October. 

We have availability at both markets and all the markets in the 
run up to Christmas - cost of first market is £35. 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


■ LORD of the Manor 
of Axminster Jim 
Rowe (right) and 
Axminster Town Crier 
Nick Goodwin lead the 
procession of ship¬ 
mates and pirates 
through Dalwood. Also 
pictured are entries in 
the fancy dress com¬ 
petition 


bh Blackdown Hills 

b a Business Association 
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Blackdowns clubs and societies 


Bishopswood Ladies 

■ THIS year Bishopswood Ladies’ summer outing, for 
members, friends and families, was to Bath. 

The morning was free for people to spend as they 
wished, since Bath offers a wealth of interesting places 
to visit, as well as being an excellent place for a spot of 
retail therapy. 

The afternoon was spent at the American Museum, sit¬ 
uated in a converted manor house in a scenic spot on the 
hills above Bath. 

The main house of the museum consists largely of a se¬ 
ries of period rooms from the 17th century to the mid 
19th century. 

These depict homes both grand and more humble and 
are furnished with antique american furniture and arti¬ 
facts as well as floorboards, panelling etc. 


The emphasis in the mu¬ 
seum is on the decorative 
arts and a magnificent array 
of antique quilts is also on 
display. 

This year there is also an 
exhibition called “Gangsters 
and Gunslingers” featuring 
memorabilia from legendary 
outlaws as diverse as Jesse James and Bonnie and Clyde. 

The museum was most absorbing and this was alto¬ 
gether a most enjoyable day out. 

In September the normal pattern of meetings will 
recommence with a talk on The “Alfred Gillett Trust” by 
Charlotte Berry, archivist of C & J Clarke Ltd. 

Visitors are welcome. 



Hemyock Wl 

■ THE July meeting of Hemyock WI was well attended 
with Lyn Taylor presiding. 

Lyn confirmed that the sausage and mash lunch would 
be to raise funds for a Bursary to Denman College. It will 
take place in the parish hall on Saturday, November 
9th. 

Lyn introduced Margaret Harper 
who had come to show and talk 
about the beautiful “fused glass” 
jewellery which she makes. It 
seemed complicated with layers of 
glass and certain temperatures to be 
monitored but Margaret assured 
members that she soon became ad¬ 
dicted and still gets excited when it 
is time to open the kiln after many 
hours. Margaret has raised thou¬ 
sands of pounds for‘SURE’by selling her creations. 

Hemyock members kept her quite busy as they made 
their purchases. Margaret said she visits many WIs but 
thought the Hemyock ladies were younger and more en¬ 
thusiastic than most as there were so many competition 
entries for the Flower of the Month and a glamorous 


necklace 

Members of Hemyock WI had a very enjoyable time 
when they met at Long Mead Leisure area where they 
played a very competitive game of Boules instead of their 
usual monthly meeting in August. 

This was organised by Edith Butler who was ably as¬ 
sisted by David Major and Tony Butler. 

Members then went into the pavil¬ 
ion where they all tucked in to excel¬ 
lent fish and chips supplied by ‘Dan 
from his van’. The president pre¬ 
sented the two men with bottles of 
wine as a token of thanks and Edith 
also received a gift. 

Lyn reminded members that the 
next meeting will be held in Forbes 
Lounge on September 3rd at 7.30pm 
when David Pugsley will talk about 
‘Jane Austen’s Aunt’s piece of Lace’. The competitions 
will be the Flower of the Month and ‘A Piece of Lace’. 

Any lady wishing to visit the WI will be made very 
welcome. 

Meetings are held on the first Tueday of each month 
at 7.30 in Forbes Lounge. 


theWI 

INSPIRING WOMEN 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 

Yes to renewables in my back yard 


THERE are a lot of scare stories in the media these 
days about the “lights going out” within the next 
few years. Many of these stories emanate from 
those wishing to maintain the old style of large cen¬ 
tralised fossil fuelled or nuclear powered electricity 
generators with their inherent environmental and eco¬ 
nomic risks. 

On June 22nd, Friends of the Earth ran a free training 
day in Bristol under the heading, “Yes To Renewables 
In My Back Yard” for anyone interested in renewable 
energy. As a member of the Blackdown Hills Transition 
movement I decided to go along. It turned out to be one 
of the most engaging and inspiring training days I have 
attended for many years and reinforced my belief that 
we can confidently move to a total renewable energy 
electricity sector by 2050 with confidence that the lights 
will stay on and without the need for nuclear or fossil 
fuelled electricity. 

The fundamental energy source for most renewable 
energy systems, eg solar, wind, biomass etc, is the sun. 
A nuclear furnace burning in the sky, far enough away 
so that we receive all the benefits without the environ¬ 
mental risks of a nuclear power station in our own back 
yard. This solar furnace bums away day in day out and 
with our orbiting moon that creates endless tidal power, 
we have free and safe sources of energy right on here 
on our doorstep if we only have the vision and wisdom 
to move to a renewable energy future. 

While Britain is still dithering over nuclear and gas, 
the world is moving away from these energy technolo¬ 
gies in recognition that if we are to really face up to cli¬ 
mate change we have to move to a clean and sustainable 
energy source. Germany is leading the world in renew¬ 
ables and has already been producing half it’s electricity 
demand during the summer from solar alone and has 
benefitted hugely by creating thousands of long term 
sustainable jobs both nationally and locally in the re¬ 
newable energy sector. 

A large part of the training day was spent on Commu¬ 
nity Energy Schemes. Yes generating electricity in ‘our 
own back yards’. The benefits of Community Energy 
Schemes are very significant and many communities in 
the UK and more so in Europe, are already reaping the 
economic benefits of owning and running their own 
schemes. The Department of Energy and Climate 
Change (DECC), are now at last actively supporting 
Community Energy Schemes and information can be 
found on the government website at www.gov.uk/com- 
munity-energy. 

Installation of roof mounted solar panels and local 
wind turbines for example, would be initially funded 
from share issues managed by local people with the ap¬ 
propriate skills supported where required by organisa¬ 
tions like Regen South West and CFR, Communities 
For Renewables, both not for profit companies. Some 
or all of the money required can be funded by small 
local investors who receive a good dividend from the 
community energy company. 


This month’s article is from Peter Smith, 
retired Senior Electrical Engineer, Hinkley 
Point Nuclear Power Station, who 
co-ordinates the Blackdown Hills Transition 
subgroup on renewable energy. 


After payment of dividend and running expenses, in¬ 
come from Feed In Tariff payments is paid into the 
community fund and pays for an ever increasing num¬ 
ber of solar panels to be installed on both community 
buildings and domestic properties or other renewable 
technologies such as wind turbines on local farms. 
Those wishing to take part in the scheme do not have 
to have the funds to pay for their own panels, etc, these 
generally are paid for out of the community fund as it 
builds and remain the property of the company. The 
owner of the property receives free or reduced price 
electricity in return. 

By working as a community, significant economies 
of scale can be achieved through bulk purchase and a 
phased and planned programme of installation through 
the community. Income generated is not hived off into 
the pockets of remote shareholders in faceless large cor¬ 
porations. All or a much greater share of the income 
generated is paid to local people who spend it locally. 
Most of the work both to install and maintain the equip¬ 
ment is done by local people all helping to create a vi¬ 
brant local economy. 

The worldwide “Transition” movement is about com¬ 
munity and localism, working together to face up to the 
reality of reducing oil supplies and climate change. Re¬ 
newable energy is the way forward to a low carbon fu¬ 
ture and community energy schemes offer a way to 
bring ownership and control of one of our most basic 
needs in a modem world back to local people.” 

■ THE annual Transiton Apple days will be being held 
in October so if you have apples to press to make juice 
or fancy a fun day out come along to one of the follow¬ 
ing; 

Sunday, October 6th, Gordon and Geraldine Field at 
Otterhead Lodge, Culmhead, from 2pm-5pm (TA3 
7EE) by the Otterhead Lakes car park. Tel: 01823 
601162 for more information. 

Saturday and Sunday, October 12th and 13th 

The Community at Stentwood Farm, Dunkeswell, 
EX 14 4RW from 10am-5pm. Tel: 01823 681155 for 
more information. 

Sunday, October 20th 

Libby at Cotleigh Tythe Bam, Wambrook from 12pm- 
4pm. Tel: 01460 64605 for more information. 

For those who cannot make the apple days, the equip¬ 
ment is available to hire throughout the season. 

The Next meeting of the BHTG will be in Hemyock 
in the function room of the Catherine Wheel pub on 
Thursday, September 26th. 



Which school combines a relaxed 
atmosphere with outstanding 
exam results? 

Queen’s College combines a friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere with a real sense of purpose and a 
passion for learning. Pupils have access to a 
broad and interesting curriculum, taught by an 
outstandingly committed staff Which is why 
Queen’s is ranked as the top academic school in 
Taunton, achieving the best exam results over the 
past ten years. 

Senior School (I 1-18 years) Open Morning 

Saturday 5 October 2013, 9.30am to l2noon. 

QUEEN’S COLLEGE 

We’re the answer 


To find out more - Telephone: 01823 340830 

Email: admissions@queenscollege.org.uk • www.queenscollege.org.uk 


















6 September 2013 


View from the Blackdown Hills 



■ PICTURED are volunteers at Shuttleton Common (inset - bags of rubbish collected) 

Commons get a spring clean 


HEMYOCK Parish Council 
has formed a new committee 
edicated to dealing with the 
village’s Imanagement of its 
common land. 

The newly formed Com¬ 
mons Management Group got 
together for a working party to 
help tidy up Shuttleton Com¬ 
mon. 

More than 15 people volun¬ 
teered to help clear the com¬ 


mon of waste and scrap metal 
which had accumulated over 
many years. 

With the help of a quad bike 
and trailer from local farmer, 
Nick Moon, the volunteers 
managed to clear the com¬ 
mon and collect a large pile of 
rubbish. 

The rubbish was later re¬ 
moved by Mid Devon District 
Council. 


Councillor Simon Clist, Chair 
of the Commons Manage¬ 
ment Group, said: “It was 
great to see councillors and 
the community working to¬ 
gether for the benefit of all.” 

The Commons Management 
Group were grateful to all 
those who volunteered and 
especially to Julee Moon for 
providing refreshments on the 
day. 


Working our Woodlands 


I am constantly being asked by woodland owners 
on some of my advice visits, whether they should 
remove ivy from their woodland trees. 

The answer, in my opinion is not straight forward, 
on the one hand ivy berries are in excellent source 
of late food for woodland birds and a habitat for 
many bat species, and on the other it can stunt the 
growth of some small trees. 

Whatever your choice you must inspect the ivy be¬ 
fore you attempt to move it, in case there are any 
dormice or bats in it and my preference is to leave 
it. 

Our apple crop is down again for the second year 
running, we got three bee hives early this spring, and 
placed them in our orchard, when the blossom was 
out the bees weren’t because it was to cold! We 
make about 200 litres of apple juice and about the 
same of cider, we don’t use any additive and just use 
the sweetest eaters for the juice. 

Since planting the 200 tree orchard we have only 
lost four trees and have replaced with cherry. What 
we do have a problem with are deer and rabbits get¬ 
ting at the bark, and I have had to re-guard them to 
stop it. The crab apples have done well this year as 
have all hedgerow fruit, except a lack of sloes for 
some reason. 

The history of the survival of some of our ancient 
woodlands is partly due to sporting activities, with 
around 38 per cent of our woodland being ancient 
(from 1600AD). Many of these woods survived be¬ 
cause they were retained for timber and hunting, or 
the soils were unsuitable for farming. Ancient semi¬ 
natural woods are our closest link to the wildwoods 
of 7,000 years ago and contain native plants and an¬ 
imals that are often very slow to spread to new 
woodlands. 

They also support habitats rare in other woods such 
as decaying wood needed by fungi and beetles, or 
patches of undisturbed wetland. In England three 
quarters of woods are less than 10 ha and have pro¬ 
portionally large edge zones. 

The natural woodland edge commonly has a 
graded profile from mature trees, through scrub and 


with John Greenshields 

young trees, to a mixture of these and the habitat out¬ 
side. 

It is as important to maintain and manage the edge 
of a wood as it is to manage the wood its self. 

We will be into autumn soon, my favourite time of 
year, with those golden colours and fruit gathering 
and storage for the colder days and nights. 

My usual contacts are 01823660764 
par kfarm @ tinyonline .co .uk 



Play project is huge success 



■ CHILDREN made clay items when learning about the Iron Age 


A SUMMER project to 
encourage family play 
time and learn about 
local history and her¬ 
itage, has been a huge 
success. 

The Local Stories Proj¬ 
ect has seen more than 
30 families from across 
the hills enjoy playtime 
during the summer holi¬ 
days. 

Local Stories is run by 
The Carousel Project, 
which has been running 
free activities on a local 
heritage theme for fami¬ 
lies with young children 
in Stockland, Kilming- 
ton and Dunkeswell. 

The first week of activ¬ 
ities was great fun with 
families finding out 
about an Iron Age girl 
Noni and her family, 
making clay figures, cre¬ 
ating, decorating and 
playing in an Iron Age 
roundhouse and cutting 
and decorating their own 
iron objects to take 
home. 

Activities have also in¬ 
cluded finding out about 
Augustus the Roman 
soldier and working with 
an animator to create an 
animation and sound¬ 
track. 

Marie Leverett, Project 
Manager at The Carousel 
Project said: “We’re de¬ 
lighted so many families 
have got involved so far. 
It’s a great opportunity 
for parents and their chil¬ 
dren to participate in ac¬ 


tivities together and have 
lots of fun while finding 
out about their local her¬ 
itage.” 

This project is a part¬ 
nership between The 
Carousel Project, the 
Honiton and Axe Valley 
Children's Centre and the 
Blackdown Hills AONB 
partnership. 

It has been funded by 


the Heritage Lottery 
Lund and Sustainable 
Development Lund. 

Nerys Watts, Head of 
the Heritage Lottery 
Lund South West, said: 
“Sharing heritage is a 
wonderful opportunity 
for communities to delve 
into their local heritage 
and we are delighted to 
be able to offer this grant 


so that The Carousel 
Project can embark on a 
real journey of discovery. 

“Heritage means such 
different things to differ¬ 
ent people, and HLL’s 
funding offers a wealth 
of opportunities for 
groups to explore and 
celebrate what’s impor¬ 
tant to them in their 
area.” 


The Blackdown Hills at Honiton Show 



■ BLACKDOWN Hills businesses were well represented at this year’s Honiton Show. 

More than 50 businesses joined the Blackdown Hills Business Association in their marquee 
for the event, including David Lloyd Cabinet Maker (above), who won third prize for Best 
Stand; Gilly’s Bakery (below left) and Robert Parker (below right). 
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134 High Street, Monitor*, Devon. EX 14 UP - 01404 42436 - www.bostvofhoniton.co.uk 

TOMER CAR PARK Of F Of KING STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR Of STORE- BROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 

HOME SERVICE SELECTION ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRS AND CARPETS, VYNILS 


CARPET 1". A GREAT DEAL MORE 

Bests arte members of ‘Metro' one of the country's largest carpet buying groups This ensures that 
as vue* as offering the latest designs styles textures and colours in carpets we are able to be 
constantly competitive on prices As an independent business wtfh recommendations being our 
largest source of work our reputation and service levels are of paramount importance We offer 
the correct advice on qualfty suitability, fibres and undertays, you will be encouraged to take 
samples home »o colour match and consider at your leisure. Once you have chosen your carpet 
we will accurately measure your floors and work out your requirements usng our most economical 
widths to ensure expensive waste la kept to a mirumum You can rest assured that yoix carpets 
will be fitted to first class standards by professional fitters who will respect your home with the 
minimum of abruption and the mexmum of care 

10% OFF CARPETS DURING SEPTIMRER 

THOUGHTS OF REIAXING AFTER A 6REAT BRITISH SUMMER? 

SPECIAL AUTUMN SAWINGS ON All SUITES CHUBS & RECLINERS 

The Chelsea Dual Motor Lift & Rise 
Recliner - is an deal chair for the efcterty or 
disabled It has been developed to the highest 
standards, providing strength, durability and supreme 
comfort. A fufl 5 years manufacturer's warranty on 
frames, actions and electrical components give 
complete peace of mind. 

The VAT Exempt price is normally £799 
during September we have a limited 
supply of dual motors at only £599 

ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY? _ _ 

The Norvik - For connoisseurs of modem style & comfort, this 
inviting range offers softness throughout in a wonderful choce of 
sizes, afl available in fully recaning and fexed versions in a large 
selection of fabrics and leathers. A suAe comprising of a 2 seater 
sofa, a recliner & a chair in standard range fabnc was £2348 

During September Reduced to £2075 




The Claremont is the latest addition to the 
Sherborne range Attractive, cl«*c*ty styled design 
available m small and standard sizes Exceptionally comfortable, 
with welcoming fibre-filled back cushions, full-width chaise 
seating and distinctive double-scrol arms Available In a large 
selection of fabrics and leathers 

A suite comprising of a 2 seater sofa, recliner and a 
chair is normally £2050 in September reduced to 
£1800 
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The Bergen Suite - one of the 

softest Sherborne suites yet, offers 
dream levels of comfort throughout 
wtth welcoming fibre-filled back 
cushions, soft and stylish arms and 
generously sized wrap over seating, as 
with all Sherborne’s ranges, chairs, 
sofas. & reeftners can be fixed, manual 
or powered and avarfable with 
matohng lift & nse rediner care chars 





FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO 
FIND A CHAIR THAT FITS? 

Our large choice of chairs, r©diners 
and suites cover all sizes from petfte 
through to Grande Royale. the 
choice *s all part of the service but 
without the bespoke pnees 


AMAZING INTRODLKTTORY OFFER 


Chair 

A classic 
fireside chair 
comfortable 
and supportive 

Was £320 
Now £285 


Show Wood Fireside Chairs & 
Sofas 

By Relax Seating, a British manufacturer of 
qualNy chars and sofas, all are available In a 
standard or high seal option, with a choice of 
medium to soft or firm seat cushion A choice of 7 
wood fnishee and an extensive choice of fabrics 
FIRESIDE CHAIRS START FROM £163 



FREE Hf 




The Warwick Suite - Traditional z springs combined with pocket springing give this suite a soft supportive 
feel. The compact arms allow a generous seat area whilst still the overall size of the suite ie comped. A large 
choice of the finest fabric make the suite greet value for money. A suite comprising of 2 chairs and a 2 
seater sofa will be £1055. A recliner will be £445 A Queen Ann Fireside will be £310 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Community choir 
sing for Water Aid 


A BLACKDOWN Hills community 
choir have taken part in a national 
singing event to help raise money for 
Water Aid. 

The Blackdown Community Choir, 
based in Wellington, were challenged to 
learn seven songs off by heart to per¬ 
form at a mass choir event at Bristol 
Waterfront for the Charity Water Aid. 

A choir spokesperson said: “With 
friends and family sponsoring us, we 
could not let anyone down and the de¬ 
termination and commitment to the task 
could be seen at each of our Thursday 
evening choir sessions. 

“The songs were varied and drew on 
a flavour of music from around the 
world. 

“Among the songs we sung were a 
rousing African welcome song, an 
American spiritual, an epic choral piece 
by Carly Simon and a pop anthem by 
Tears for Fears. 


“The ‘Sing for Water’ event was 
hugely successful, with the hot weather 
drawing crowds to watch and the choir 
enjoyed the atmosphere and raised a 
healthy sum of money for a deserving 
cause. 

“Those not participating in the charity 
event also enjoyed the varied pro¬ 
gramme this term and the opportunity 
to sing in a relaxed and friendly atmos¬ 
phere.” 

The next term commences on Thurs¬ 
day, September 19th at 7.30pm at the 
Baptist Church, South Street, Welling¬ 
ton. 

The choir always welcomes new 
members and are offering a “taster ses¬ 
sion” at a cost of £5 (refundable should 
you join) and no auditions are required. 

For more information about the 
Blackdown Community Choir email 
info @ blackdowncommunitychoir.co .uk 
or telephone (01823) 275040. 


View from the Blackdown Hills 

is produced by Tindle Newspapers Ltd 

We are pleased to include your news, 
photos and events in the paper. 

Please email any items for inclusion to 
blackdown @tindlenews .co .uk 
or telephone 01297 446141 

For advertising please contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones on01297 35750 



Scouts pay visit to Danish friends 


MEMBERS of 1st He- 
myock Scouts have re¬ 
cently returned from their 
18th twinning trip to Ton- 
der, Denmark. 

The groups met at an 
international jamboree at 
Torquay 41-years-ago 
and exchange trips hve 
taken place ever since. 

Since then hundreds of 
young people and their 
leaders have taken the 
opportunity to visit each 
others countries. 

Sailing overnight from 
Harwich to Esberg, the 
Hemyock group arrived 
at the campsite, which 
was Viking themed. 

The many activities 
scouts took part in in¬ 
cluded making shields, 
throwing axes, shooting 
arrows, making honey 
bread, swimming in the 
river and various other 
Viking skills and games. 

The group were able to 
enjoy a visit to the Viking 
Centre and Museum at 
Ribe, which was fascinat¬ 
ing, as well as visit a 
church and outdoor 
swimming pool. 

After the combined six 
day camp, host families 
welcomed the Hemyock 
youngsters into their 
homes for a further five 
days. 

During this time barbe- 
ques, games, geocaching 
and a trip into Germany 
to visit a large adventure 



■ PICTURED are members of HemyocK 1st Scouts enjoying camp activities with their Danish 
friends during a recent exchange trip 
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Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel: 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email: pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 


-ADVERTISERS ANNOUNCEMENT- 

Let's talk about the funeral... 


To suffer the loss of a 
loved one can raise many 
questions. Burial or cre¬ 
mation, a traditional or 
modem funeral, religious 
or non-religious? 
Sometimes discussion 
may have taken place 
and important decisions 
been made, other times 
people may have already 
have paid for their fu¬ 
neral through their local 
funeral director, and 


sometimes families and 
loved ones are left hav¬ 
ing to make difficult de¬ 
cisions when there is no 
will or funeral plan. 
“Ceremoniously” aims 
to raise awareness of the 
range of options and 
choices linked to funer¬ 
als and will be hosting a 
series of Talks and run¬ 
ning free Drop - in Infor¬ 
mation Sessions in South 
Somerset. 


The first of these takes 
place on the 20th-21st 
September in Wellington 
when there will be an op¬ 
portunity to discuss the 
funeral and other be¬ 
reavement related mat¬ 
ters with representatives 
ranging from solicitors 
advising on wills and 
probate, a locally based 
civil celebrant, a funeral 
director, a florist and a 
stonemason. All will be 


available to answer any 
questions that you may 
have. 

In addition, for those 
seeking something dif¬ 
ferent when it comes to 
planning a funeral, there 
will be chance to see first 
hand a green burial site 
and speak to the makers 
of traditional coffins 
made from willow 
grown on the Somerset 
levels. 

All are welcome to join 
us for a cuppa and a chat 
at the Northfield Centre, 
North Street, Wellington, 
TA21 8LY (opposite the 
Fire Station) between 
10.00am and 1.00pm. 
See also advert on 
page... 

For further information 
about these events on 
September 20th & 21st 
contact Andy on 07943 
652234 or e-mail 
andyjc0711 @hotmail.co 
m 

For further information 
about “Ceremoniously” 
contact Joan Lee 01823 
421624 or e-mail 
j oan .firefly .lee @ gmail .c 
om 

“Ceremoniously” is 
funded by Making it 
Local, a locally managed 
grants scheme in the 
Blackdown Hills and 
East Devon AONB 
areas, incorporating 
funding from the EU, 
Defra and Leader. 


Let’s Talk 

Funera1s 

Friday 20th September 

Saturday 21st September 

The Northfield Centre 
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Rehearsals begin for ambitious production 


REHEARSALS for a 
new production by the 
Tale Valley Community 
Theatre Company 
(TVCT) get underway 
later this month in Pay- 
hembury. 

A dozen writers have 
been involved in creating 
scenes for the company’s 
new production The 
Music of Time, which 
will be performed in No¬ 
vember in Payhembury 
Village Hall. 

This unique production 
depicts scenes on topics 


such as family life, trans¬ 
port and agriculture 
based on incidents from 
the childhood of older 
participants - the 1940s - 
and the old age of 
younger participants - 
the 2080s. Thus the 
scenes are separated by 
140 years of “progress”. 

The project was 
launched by playwright 
Nick Stimson last April 
and workshops and re¬ 
hearsals begin at 10am 
on September 15th in 
Payhembury Village 


Hall. 

TVCT’s artistic direc¬ 
tor John Somers said: 
“Recently, in Poland, I 
made two very success¬ 
ful community theatre 
plays in Warsaw and 
Suprasl in just five days 
each. Both productions 
were highly successful 
with extra performances 
needed to accommodate 
unexpectedly large audi¬ 
ences. 

“The main pleasure for 
me was to be told by the 
participants how much 


they had enjoyed the ex¬ 
perience. Each produc¬ 
tion was unique - as will 
be The Music of Time. 

“Most of us spend so 
much of our lives not 
doing creative things, so 
to join with others in 
making a performance 
which is completely orig¬ 
inal can be inspirational.” 

There will be a casting 
and directing workshop 
on Sunday, September 
15th in Payhembury 
Hall. From 10am to 
1.30pm John will work 
with all who are inter¬ 
ested in acting and from 
2pm to 4pm he will work 
with those interested in 
directing. 

As the scenes are no 
more than ten minutes 
long this is an ideal op¬ 
portunity for people to 
dip their toes into theatre 
and to learn new skills. 

It also means that busy 
people can become in¬ 
volved without dedicat¬ 
ing their life to the 
production. 

Since the year 2000, 
when artistic director 
John Somers was asked 


Join in with Woolly Wednesdays! 


ENJOY knitting and fancy having 
a natter? Then why not go along to 
the The Thelma Hulbert Gallery in 
Honiton and join in their Woolly 
Wednesdays. 

The gallery host knit and natter 
sessions on the last Wednesday of 
each month from 10.30am - 
12noon. 

The next sessions to take place 
will be Wednesday, September 
25th, 

Wednesday, October 30th and 
Wednesday, November 27th. 


A new exhibition will open at the 
gallery on Saturday, September 
14th entitled “Into Lace”. 

A gallery spokesperson said: 
“The Thelma Hulbert Gallery and 
The Devon Guild of Craftsmen, 
Bovey Tracey, are working in part¬ 
nership to stage an exciting exhi¬ 
bition which challenges 
preconceived ideas of lace, by ex¬ 
ploring ways in which contempo¬ 
rary artists/makers reference and 
use this material in their work.” 

Visit www.thelmahulbert.com. 


to create a performance 
to mark the turn of the 
millennium, this commu¬ 
nity theatre company has 
made and performed 
fourteen unique produc¬ 
tions, performed in a 
range of buildings and 
outdoor settings. 

If you are interested in 
being a part of The Music 
of Time but can’t make 
the opening workshop, 
you can still get intouh 
with John on (01884) 

277390; 07934 611368 
or j .w.somers @ ex .ac .uk. 

There is a need for ac¬ 
tors, directors, digital 
artists to create projected 
backdrops, lighting and 
sound technicians and a 
host of other posts to 
make this original project 
work. 

John is very willing to 
chat about possibilities or 
to meet individuals to 
discuss possible involve¬ 
ment. 

Further details of this 
project and other aspects 
of TVCT’s work can be 
seen on their website by 
visiting www.tvcthe- 
atre.org. ■ A SCENE from TVCT’s 2012 production Leyhill 




Dobles Garage 

Station Road, PEUGEOT 
Hemyock SPECIALISTS 


PEUGEOT 


08 08 407 SPORT AUTO 2.0 HDI 136, SAT NAV, MET IRON GREY.£2,995 

05 55 407 SE 1.6 HDI, MOONSTONE, 77K.£3,495 

08 08 308 S 1.6 HDI 110 5 DOOR, 6 SPEED, MET GREY, 52K.£5,995 

07 57 308 GT 2.0 HDI 136 5 DOOR, 6 SPEED, SILVER, 19K.£8,495 

02 52 307 1.6 RAPIER 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 11 4K.£1995 

10 60 207 MILLESIM 1.4 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 37K.£5,995 

10 10 207 1.4 HDI VERVE 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 46K.£6,750 

09 59 207 SPORT 1.6 AUTOMATIC (HAND CONTROLS), RED, 92K.£4,250 

06 55 206 1.4 HDI VERVE 3 DOOR, SILVER, 100K.£2,995 

03 53 206 1.4 HDI LOOK, BLACK, 1 70K.£1,495 

02 52 206 SW 2.0 HDI XT, MET GOLD, 1 02K.£1,995 

07 07 107 1.0 URBAN 3 DOOR, SILVER, 45K.£3,995 

OTHER USED CARS 

11 11 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCI TITANIUM, 5 DOOR, SILVER, 4K.£9,250 

1111 FORD FIESTA 1.25 EDGE (82) 3 DOOR, PANTHER BLACK, 13K.£7,495 

11 60 MERCEDES E350 CDI AVANTGARDE 4 DOOR, CUPRITE BROWN, 7K..£29,995 

09 09 PROTON SAVVY 1.2 STYLE 5 DOOR, MET BLACK, 28K.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTI CLUB 5 DOOR, MET BLUE, 26K.£6,995 

08 58 RENAULT CLIO 1.5DCI DYNAMIQUE S (106) SILVER, 34K.£5,995 

08 08 RENAULT TWINGO 1.2 EXTREMERED, 37K.£3,995 

07 07 AUDI A3 1.6 SPORT FSI 3 DOOR, MET GREY, 51 K.£6,700 


06 56 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN 5 DOOR, SILVER, 150K.£2,495 

06 06 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTI CONVERTIBLE, SILVER, 93K.£4,250 

06 06 VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE 1.6 DESIGN, A/C, SILVER, 99K.£3,495 

06 06 MG ZS+ 1.8 5 DOOR, MET BLUE, 45K.£2,995 

05 05 FORD FOCUS C-MAX 2.0 TDCI 6 SPEED, MET BLUE, 95K.£3,795 

05 05 MG ZR 1.4 TROPHY SE 3 DOOR, BLACK, 55K.£2,750 

04 54 VW GOLF 1.9 TDI S MET BLUE, 103K.£4,495 

04 54 SUZUKI LIANA 1.6 GLX 5 DOOR, MET BLUE, 76K.£1,995 

04 04 ROVER CITYROVER 1.4 STYLE, 5 DOOR, SILVER, 60K.£POA 

03 03 VW POLO 1.9 SDI S 5 DOOR, MET GREEN, 105K.£2,795 

02 02 FORD KA 1.31, RED, 72K.£1,495 

00 X BMW 5201 2.2 SE AUTOMATIC, PALE MET, GREEN, 143K.£2,495 

99 T BMW 3281 SE 4 DOOR, MET GREY, 97K.£1,995 

84 A AUSTIN MAESTRO 1.6 HLS 5 DOOR(ONE OWNER), PALE MET BLUE, ONLY 

21 K.£1,995 

1975 ROLLS ROYCE, SILVER SHADOW, OLD ENGLISH WHITE.£8,950 


4 X 4 & VANS 

05 05 LDV CONVOY 400 2.4TD, 17 SEATS MINIBUS, WHITE, 54K...NO VAT £4,495 


03 03 FREELANDER TD4 GS AUTOMATIC, SILVER, 143K.£2,995 

01 51 DISCOVERY TD5 GS AUTOMATIC, 7 SEATS, MET RED, 123K.£5,250 

97 P LAND ROVER 110 DEFENDER 2.5 TDI, BLUE.£3,750 


Tel: 01823 681452 www.doblesgarage.co.uk 
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Keep Warm This Winter 





t 


Keeping warm this winter doesn’t have to cost the earth! 


WITH the ever increasing 
cost of energy we look for 
alternative ways to heat 
our homes and thus move 
away from the big energy 
companies, reduce the cost 
of our energy bill, and ba¬ 
sically become more self 
sufficient. Living in the 
Blackdown Hills we are in 
the ideal location to do ex¬ 
actly this. With all of the 
fantastic woodland and 
hedgerows which sur¬ 


round us there is an abun¬ 
dance of material that can 
be used. The trouble is, 
knowing how to go about 
using this wood to heat our 
homes in a sustainable 
way without stripping the 
natural beauty that sur¬ 
rounds us. 

Throughout the Black- 
downs, woodlands and 
hedgerows are maintained 
and managed by the vari¬ 
ous landowners. When 


trees are felled and the 
hedgerows laid or cut 
back, the large wood that 
comes out of the process is 
cut up into logs for burn¬ 
ing in the home. However, 
the smaller wood, less than 
3 inches diameter, tends to 
get piled up and either 
burned in the field or 
chipped and used as 
mulch. 

Much of the wood that 
comes out of the 


hedgerows is hardwood 
such as Ash, Oak, Hazel, 
Blackthorn and Beech. 
Eco Green Energy is a 
small family run business, 
based right in the centre of 
the Blackdown Hills, who 
specialise in the supply 
and installation of log 
burning boilers. As a spin 
off of these boilers Eco 
Green Energy has a piece 
of equipment called a 
“Wood Crusher”, we call it 


a Wood Chopper, which 
we hire out. This wood 
cmsher actually chops any 
wood, which has a diame¬ 
ter of up to 80mm (3 
inches), into small chunks 
with a length of 50mm 
100mm. As the machine 
chops the wood the 
chopped wood falls into 
net bags which are hung 
on the back of the ma¬ 
chine. Once the bag is full 
it is manually removed, 


then stacked and stored in 
a dry place. After a short 
period of drying out, it is 
then ready for burning in 
any fire including open 
fires, wood burning 
stoves, range cookers, log 
burning boilers. 

Contact Eco Green En¬ 
ergy, who have the experi¬ 
ence and know how of 
how you can keep warm 
and reduce energy bills. 


ORDERING 


OIL? 



Speak to the heating oil experts! 


We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 




Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 

Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 


The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA21 9PH 



Biomass boilers 

Why pay double the price? 

Our systems are affordable htghfp arffcclant systems mors than capable of provtdng 
besting and hot water to your property Using equipment from supple** who have been 
manulacuring btomass boilers tor generations producing bolers which are effloonfl and 
more robust than their competitor* and where common sense is sdl foremost »n desgn 
and do not uee comptes electronic gismos to operate efVkcienity Our boter systems are 
eesy to operate and wfl bum most anything •hart you care to put si a 


ROJEK 
Log Burning and 
Automatic Biomass 
bolters 


ROJEK Woodviking VIGAS 
Wood Crusher Pelletmaster Log burning 


(Chopper) 


Wood Pellet 
Bolter 


Boiler 


■ £ | 


Wood Pellet Boiler* 
Log Burning Boilers 


Retro Pit Wood C hopper hire 

Ness Build Wood Chopping service 



Eco Groan Energy 
Harts Farm 
Ctayhldon 
Cut lorn pton 

Oevon 
EX15 30B 


RECC^ 


Tet 01302 580839 (SKYPE Number) 
Mob 07776 387240 
E-mail mto&ecogreenenergy co uH 
Web wwtt.eoogreenenergy.oo.uk 
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MAKING HOMES WARMER 



We are a small 
and independent 
family-run company 
which has been 
based locally, here 
in Wilmington, for the 
past 12 years 


Heating Oil + 
Red & White Diesels 

Competitively priced 

Stock up on fuel for 
this winter and beat 
the Christmas rush 





01404 831775 

Most major credit cards accepted 
Charges may apply 


[VISA 
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SCOOTERS • CHAIRS • BEDS 



Call in and see us at 10 Falkland Square, Crewkerne, TA18 7JS 

01460 271172 

Email: regencycareandmobilityltd@btconnect.com 
Web: www.regencycareandmobility.co.uk 
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Local Services 


Building Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 

CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 

B for a FREE estimate 

12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


s 


Garages 


rvm 

Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics k 


7 


in the Blackdown Hills 


www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


Cleaning Services 


ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 
•i ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road,"Chard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1FA 01460 64255 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 


GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable & Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 

Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Furniture & Joinery 


avid Lloyd 

CABINET MAKER 

Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 


w ww.davidrlloyd .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 

Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
Joinery. Please Visit My Website 
To See My Extensive Portfolio. 





Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 589734 

www.^toMtwooAcom 

Set Build / Carpentry / Joinery 
Hardwood Floomg/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfltting 
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Firewood 


Rictard Ball 


\FIREW00D.s 

Sojsonet! 10 ofSoMale / 

If f mi km mm wtiv noi ti ljjpou 
" shed ufjTjSunnittie summer 11 


i 
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Windows and Conservatories 


For<UMtte ol vou with a wood pile 
offer a carting jnd^pNtling service 
*Tei 01123 664553rfil)/76/ 624/68 



Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Secondary Glazing | Root line | 
Continuous Aluminium Guttering | Flat roof ayatom | Solar hot wator 



/ Windows, and Doors PVC-u or aluminium ttone *s a design to suit any home 
/ Conservatories will add that extra well needed room. 

/ Secondary Glazing can be the ideal answer to listed properties. 

S Fascias A Soffits with our continuous aluminium guttenng take away the 
problem of maintenance 

S SamaN flat roof membrane will eliminate leaks lor in-excess of 40 years 
y Solar hot water system will provide up to 70% of your hot waiter for free 
every year 

For all your home Improvements 


Gardens 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 

• All garden timer buildings and structures 

• Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 


LOG STORES 

1.8 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£160.00 

1.5 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£150.00 

1.2 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£130.00 

1.0 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£125.00 

WHEELIE BIN AND RECYCLE BOX STORES 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m bin .£130.00 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m shelves .£145.00 

Buy both for.£250.00 


Other sizes available call for details 

Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 



For all your advertising needs 
in the Blackdown Hills 
phone Alex on 


Contact Climax Windows on 01297 35053 

^ Or Visit our all new website ^ W^trust 

i .W > www.climaxwindows.co.uk . 


01297 35750 
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RODGERS 


www. rodgerssouthwest.com 


Living, selling property and thoroughly 
enjoying the Blackdown Hills 



Combe Raleigh, Nr Honiton 


£649,000 


This wonderful Grade II listed detached property, comprises 4 bedrooms in the main house and a further 2 bedrooms in the charming self contained attached 
cottage.The property is spoilt with it's wide ranging views over the surrounding countryside, and is set in a small holding of 5.75 acres and offers flexible 
accommodation with its individual layout and the potential to have an income from part of the house, making it, we believe, a unique and exciting prospect. 



Cashford Gate, Taunton 


£215,000 Fivash Close, Taunton 


£131,000 


Delighted to present this fantastic 4 bedroom detached house. The house is in great A fine two bedroomed terrace property situated in Galmington,Taunton.The property 


condition and there is no ongoing chain.The house comprises of; two separate reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, double glazed conservatory, utility room, Separate W.C., 4 first floor 
bedrooms including en-suite shower room and family bathroom. Side driveway, garage and 
enclosed west facing rear garden. 


comprises entrance hall, modern well fitted kitchen, sitting room / dining room, two 
bedrooms and family bathroom.There is a block paved garden area. 


www.rodgerssouthwest.conn 

Town and Country Property Specialists since 1988 

18 Bridge Street Taunton Somerset TA1 1UB T 01823 252 500 E sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 


18 Bridge Street Taunton Somerset TA1 1 UB 
T 01823 252 500 E sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
W www.rodgerswouthwest.com 


Town and Country Property Specialists since 1988 
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STAGS 

Residential Lettings 

Assccistten of 
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Blagdon Hill 
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A SAMPLE OF PROPERTIES LET 
BY STAGS IN THE LAST MONTH 


We attribute our continuing success to: 


Our network of strategically placed 
offices in contact with over 4000 
prospective tenants. 

The promotion of all our properties 
on the most important websrtes. 


Tailored Let Only, Fully Managed, 
Rent Collection and Rent 
Guaranteed services. 

The quality, experience and 
enthusiasm of our staff. 


¥ 


Sr ^Gs 


Let 


By 


We are not as expensive as you 
may think. 


■ The unrivalled marketing and 
advertising. 

If you are considering a letting or wish to consider a change of managing agent, 
please call Stags for marketing and management advice. 


Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset ’ London 


The West Country Letting Agent 
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stags.co.uk 

The West Country is Stags Country 
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Dunkeswell 


2 Acres 
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Church inford 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


Foe ndvlco and a***lanc* on a vanoty of losim 

Including: 

fetation* 

»V 4 fi< Wanrmg arc DM***c 3 Kr 

Corrpufcco* Put rase and CorpenuDorc 
Undord and Tenant Mattnrs 
Eslale Vimgemsm 
Agrv&>TOffnerC 

Confect M*t Noooon on 01823 662622 


Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset ! London 
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